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helped the few men left in the village to build the houses, 
and not only trod the mortar and used their hands as 
trowels, but carted the logs, drawing them for miles 
with the aid of two simple little wooden wheels which 
were no bigger than those of a child's go-cart. The 
earth for the mortar was carried on their backs in 
baskets woven of willow, or in huge platters hewn out 
of the logs ; the water being carried at times for half a 
mile in two buckets, hewn like the platters out of trunks 
of trees and hung at the end of a long sapling. A deep 
trench was dug and by the edge sat a score of women 
less strong than their Spartan sisters, chopping with a 
rude hatchet hay or grass, to mix with the water in the 
trench or pit. Bucket after bucket of water was poured 
in from the primitive wooden pails, while six women 
with skirts kilted up nearly to the waists, trod the mortar 
until it was as smooth as paste. Another gang of 
women carried it in wooden troughs to the houses, 
where six or eight others plastered the logs, both inside 
and out, with the cold clay paste. The neatness of the 
work was astonishing, for while in some cases logs large 
enough to build a log house were to be found, in others 
the walls had to be woven out of coarse willow branches, 
the upright posts alone being of sufficient strength to 
support the roof of sods (two layers), laid on with a 
neatness and precision that is seldom seen in this coun- 
try, and the walls of the houses themselves were not 
only stuffed with clay, but presented, both inside and 
out, as smooth a surface as if a trowel of a first-rate 
plasterer had been at work. In many places these 
people had neither tools nor nails, and the carpentering- 
work of the interior of the houses is a marvel of in- 
genuity. 

Text of the Decision of the Anglo- 
Venezuelan Arbitration Tribunal. 

The undersigned, by these presents, give and publish 
our decision determining and judging, touching and con- 
cerning the questions that have been submitted to us by 
said arbitration ; and, in conformity with said arbitration, 
we decide, declare and pronounce definitely that the line 
of frontier of the colony of British Guiana and the 
United States of Venezuela is as follows : 

Starting on the coast at Point Playa, the frontier shall 
follow a straight line to the confluence of the Barima 
and the Maruima, thence following the thalweg of the 
latter to the source of the Corentin (otherwise called the 
Cutari) River ; thence it shall proceed to the confluence 
of the Halowa and the Amakuru ; thence, following the 
thalweg of the Amakuru to its source in the plain of 
Imataka ; thence, in a southwesterly direction, along the 
highest ridge of the Imataka Mountains to the highest 
point of the Imataka chain, opposite the source of the 
Barima and the principal chain of the Imataka Moun- 
tains ; thence, in a southeast direction, to the source of 
the Acarabisi, following the thalweg of the Acarabisi to 
the Cuyuni, the northern bank of which it shall follow in 
a westerly direction to the confluence of the Cuyuni and 
the Vanamu ; thence along the thalweg of the Vanamu 
to its westernmost source; thence in a straight line to 
the summit of Mount Roraima ; thence to the source of 
the Cotinga. 



Prom this point the frontier shall follow the thalweg 
of the Cotinga to its confluence with the Takutu ; thence 
along the thalweg of the Takutu to its source ; thence in 
a straight line to the most western' point of the Akarai 
Mountains, the highest ridge of which it shall follow to 
the source of the Corentin, whence it will follow the 
course of the river. 

It is stipulated that the frontier hereby delimitated 
reserves and in no way prejudices questions actually 
existing or that may hereafter arise between Great 
Britain and the Republic of Brazil, or between the Re- 
public of Brazil and Venezuela. In fixing the above de- 
limitation the arbitrators consider and decide that, in 
time of peace, the rivers Amakuru and Barima shall be 
open to navigation by the merchant shipping of all 
nations, due reserve being made with regard to equitable 
regulations and the payment of light dues and other like 
imposts, on condition that the dues levied by Venezuela 
and British Guiana on ships traversing the parts of those 
rivers owned by them respectively shall be imposed in 
accordance with the same tariff on Venezuelan and 
British vessels. These tariffs are not to exceed those of 
all other countries. The award proceeds also upon the 
condition that neither Venezuela nor British Guiana 
shall impose any customs duty on goods carried in ves- 
sels, ships or boats passing through these rivers, such 
customs being levied only on goods landed upon Vene- 
zuelan territory or on the territory of Great Britain 

respectively. 
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Temporary Alaskan Boundary. 

Secretary of State Hay and the British Charge 
d Affaires at Washington have agreed upon a temporary 
adjustment of the Alaskan boundary question. The 
text of the modus vivendi is as follows : 

" It is hereby agreed between the governments of the 
United States and of Great Britain that the boundary 
line between Canada and the territory of Alaska in the 
region about the head of Lynn canal shall be provision- 
ally fixed without prejudice to the claims of either party 
in the permanent adjustment of the international bound- 
ary, as follows : 

" In the region of the Dalton trail, a line beginning at 
the peak west of Porcupine creek, marked on the map 
No. 10 of the United States commission, Dec. 31, 1895, 
and on sheet No. 18 of the British commission, Dec. 31, 
1895, with the number 6500 ; thence running to the 
Kleenhi (or Klaheela) river, in the direction of the peak 
north of that river, marked 5020 on the aforesaid United 
States map and 5025 on the aforesaid British map ; 
thence following the high or right bank of the said 
Kleenhi river to the junction thereof with the Chilkat 
river, one and one-half miles, more or less, north of Kluk- 
wan, provided that persons proceeding to or from Porcu- 
pine creek shall be freely permitted to follow the trail 
between the said creek and the said junction of the 
rivers into and across the territory on the Canadian side 
of the temporary line wherever the trail crosses to such 
side, and, subject to such reasonable regulations for the 
protection of the revenue as the Canadian government 
may prescribe, to carry with them over such part or parts 
of the trail between the said points as may lie on the 



